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Mary Catherine Bardsley 


A Change for HMC 


2022 was a long year for 


Homestead Mennonite Church with 
plenty of changes, both good and 
bad. As a group, we have faced the 
changes and adaptations we've had 


to make head-on. 
For example, unexpected 
financial burdens 


how we can better reach the 
community at large around us and 
continue to minister to our 
members. 

In 2022, our answer to that was a 
hybrid service. Built because of 
Covid necessity, HMC consistently 

ran a Sunday service 


encumbered both our 
community and the 
building. In one wall 
bees had nested, so 
when an air conditioner 
broke, the repair 
technicians were unable 
to reach the machine. 
Fix one problem, dis- 
cover another; once the 
bees were removed, 
soon after one room's 
ceiling collapsed. It 
was water damaged, 
possibly caused by that 


that balanced the re- 
mote technology of 
Zoom rooms with the 
in-person needs of 
meeting physically in a 
building. 


community, and we've had locals 
and travellers join us without 
warning, something that probably 
would not have occurred had the 
building been closed. 

But while both methods have 
their strengths that we tried to 
leverage and we mitigated what 
weaknesses we could, it was some- 
times the case that a hybrid service 
felt like a compromise. Compro- 
mise can be healthy, but a service 
of compromise didn't always meet 
the needs of either our Zoom 


This made for some 
unique situations when 


members or our in-person 
members. 


problems cropped up. 


With that in mind, 2023 is 


Luke Marshburn 
Homestead Mennonite 
Church 


If the power went out, 
disconnecting the 
building from the 
Zoom service, should 
the Zoom service 
continue as if nothing 


broken air conditioner. 

Before that problem 
can be solved another 
shows up, and I can 
count at least three 
major renovations that 
HMC has needed to 
perform in 2022 alone. 

The year has not 
been an easy year for 
HMC, but it hasn't 
been bad by any 
stretch. Balancing out 
the building issues, a 
new pastor joined us 
this year. Marcos 


Acosta is settling in well, and the 
body has been both challenged and 
edified by his teachings, something 
we want in our pastor. Of course, 
we've worked through the growing 
pains of newness. New rhythms, a 
new voice in decisions, new teach- 
ing topics and new directions for 
our focus. Overall, I think the 
growth has been worth the effort. 
2023 is looking bright, and I for 
one am eager to continue working 
with Marcos as we come across 
whatever challenges the new year 
will bring to HMC. The year is 


already shaping up to be full 
such stretches. 


As a group, HMC has discussed 


answer. 


of 


happened? If the sermon, 
performed in the building, lags on 
the Zoom service side and cuts the 
pastor off, should the pastor repeat 
what he's said even if the building 
has already heard it? Difficult 
questions that we did our best to 


There are some members of our 
body who prefer remote service 
and some who prefer in-person. 
Both methods are useful to our 
outreach—a Zoom service can 
reach people across the world, and 
we've had people join us from Flor- 
ida, Colorado, Brazil, and more; 
meanwhile an in-person service 
makes us a beacon in the 


shaping up to have a big change 
right from the start. Starting the 
22nd of January, rather than having 
a hybrid service, we plan to have 
two Sunday services: a Zoom 
service that begins at 9:30 a.m., 
and an in-person service taking 
place in the building starting at 
4:30 p.m. 

While the Zoom service will be 
primarily in English, the in-person 
service will be bilingual between 
English and Spanish with a goal of 
keeping both languages balanced 
throughout the service. 

People who come to one service 
are of course more than welcome to 
take part in the other, and while the 
themes of message and worship 
will be linked, the actual elements 
will be separate, constituting two 


different worship experiences. 


Enacting two services will be a 
challenge for a congregation of our 
size, but we are eager to rise to that 
challenge. By separating the Zoom 
from the in-person, our goal is to 
change our environment from a 
service of compromise to a 


harmony of both methods of 


worship, leveraging the power of 
each method. 

Interested in joining us? 
Check out our website 
(www.homesteadmenno.org) to get 
in touch. Wherever or however you 
worship, may we worship well as 
the body of Christ, bringing glory 
to his name. 


Youth For Christ Miami’s Cloud Life ministry 
brings the Gospel to youth through their phones 


American teens spend 
an average of more than 
seven hours per day on- 
line — and that doesn’t 
include time spent using 
screens for school and 
homework. 

Excessive internet use 
is linked to social 
isolation, developmental 
decline, fraud, concentra- 
tion problems and more, 
but Youth For Christ’s 
(YFC, www.yfc.net) 
Miami and Fort Lauder- 
dale chapters have found 
a unique way to bring the 
light of Christ into the on- 
line lives of youth. 

The innovative new 
ministry, Cloud Life, 
meets youth where they 
spend the bulk of their 
time — online — and 
works to build profound 
relationships with them 
through safe online cha- 
trooms and message 
boards. 

YFC Miami’s Cloud 
Life Director Anthony 
Whylly commented, 
“When you think about 
where kids spend most of 
their time, it’s not out- 
side, it’s not at school — 
it’s on their phones. We 
are trying to harness that 
potential and reach our 
kids through technology. 
Already we have over 
100 teens involved with 
Cloud Life and lives are 
already being changed, 
all from the comfort of 
their own homes. 
Students who aren’t able 
to attend YFC’s in-person 
events for whatever 
reason can join us online 
to play games, receive 
mentorship, and ulti- 
mately hear the Gospel. 
Cloud Life is accessible 
every day of the week, so 


LESLI BURKHEAD 


List your home wit 


whenever they want to 
engage with us, they can 
just hop online and we 
are there.” 

Through the Cloud 
Life ministry, Whylly has 
witnessed youth being 
impacted by the message 
of the Gospel. “One 
student had a mother that 
would use God as a 
weapon against him, 
telling him that 
God doesn’t love 
him, that he’s a 
sinner and overall 
worthless,” Whylly | 
said. “It really 
stuck with him and 
impacted his view 
of God. After 
spending time with 
us online in our 
chatrooms and even 
occasionally visit- 
ing us for in-person 
events, his perspec- 
tive began to 
change. He went 
from being very 
tense around prayer 
and discussions 
about God to opening up 
to the idea of religion. He 
even told one of our staff, 
“You know what? God is 
actually okay... I didn’t 
even know who God was 
before this.’ It was so en- 
couraging to see his un- 
derstanding of God shift 
from a God who hated 
him to the real God who 
knows and loves him.” 

Even fellow youth in 
the Cloud Life chatrooms 
are working to share the 
love of Christ. Whylly 
continued, “We had one 
student jokingly message, 
‘I already know where 
I’m going — to hell.’ 
When I asked him why he 
thought that, he said ‘I 
just already know I’ma 


bad person. Based on 
everything God says, 
there’s no reason for me 
to go to heaven.’ Before I 
could even respond, other 
students started messag- 
ing him with the truth of 
the Gospel — they told 
him that it doesn’t matter 
what you’ve done, Jesus 
already took care of it for 
you on the cross and all 
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GOSPEL TO YOUTH 
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you have to do is put your 
faith in Him. They started 
quoting Scripture and 
praying for him, right 
there online.” 

For youth who have a 
hard time engaging with 
others in personal set- 
tings, Cloud Life offers a 
unique opportunity to be 
part of a community on 
their own terms. “When 
you think about youth 
programs, or even school 
in general, it can be loud, 
chaotic and overwhel- 
ming,” Whylly explained. 
“To many of us, that’s an 
amazing experience. But 
there are some students 
who see that situation and 
feel a lot of anxiety. They 
just don’t know how to 
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handle it and prefer to 
stay away altogether, 
which means they are 
missing out on the con- 
nection that comes from 
being in a godly com- 
munity. Cloud Life offers 
an opportunity for those 
kids to engage on their 
own terms. They often 
start the relationship with 
the cameras turned off 
and muted. But as 
they slowly start to 

| build 

| relationships with us 
g and understand who 
| we are and how 

1 much we care for 
them, they open up 
and start turning on 

| their cameras and 

g interacting.” 

YFC trains its 
leaders in a proven, 
relational ministry 
model called 
3Story®, which 
encourages staff and 
volunteers to be good 
news while also shar- 
ing the stories of the 
Good News of Jesus. It 
involves building 
relationships through the 
ups and downs of every- 
day life to lead people to 
Christ. 

YFC has been a pillar 
of missional ministry 
since 1944, when Dr. 
Billy Graham served as 
YFC’s first full-time staff 
member. Since then, 
Youth For Christ has 
continued to be both a 
rural and urban ministry 
on mission, and it is 
always about the message 
of Jesus. Youth For Christ 
operates in over 100 
nations and has over 130 
chapters that impact 
communities across 
America. 
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Mary Catherine 
Bardsley (M. C.) passed 
away Jan 11, 2023, 10:18 
PM at the age of 95. 

She was a native of 
Homestead, born in a 
house in Povenir, 
in the northeast section of 
town, which still stands 
today. She attended Neva 
King Cooper Elementary 
and the old Homestead 
High, going on to Florida 
State College for Women, graduating with a B.S. 
degree in Social Studies. 

Thanks to a very dear friend, Art McKee, she 
became, at 16, the youngest qualified Red Cross Water 
Safety Instructor in the state of Florida, and spent 
many summers at the Homestead Pool teaching 
children and adults to swim. 

After college, she came home to teach in the 
elementary schools of Dade, Redland, Neva King 
Cooper, Colonial Drive and Campbell Drive. With the 
strong aid of Principal Edna Bird, she became one of 
the first elementary librarians in Dade County. When 
she transferred to Colonial Drive, she was involved in 
two new concepts for Dade, Pod Schools and 
Integration. 

Mary Catherine was married to Howard Clarke 
Bardsley, a union that lasted 44 years until Howard's 
death in 1996. She is survived by her sister, Sally 
Weber, brother Fred Suber, and two nephews, Richard 
and Robert Weber and their families. 

An active volunteer, she stayed very busy in the 
Homestead Power Squadron Auxiliary, the Visitors 
Center, Eastern Star Ad Astra Chapter 71, the First 
United Methodist Church of Homestead, and the 
Pioneer museum. 

In lieu of flowers, please make donations to your 
favorite charity, the Methodist Church, or the Pioneer 
museum. 

A celebration of life will be held Saturday, January 
21, 2023, 2 pm at First United Methodist Church, 622 
N. Krome Ave, Homestead, FL 33030 

Arrangements in care of Caballero Rivero Palms 
Woodlawn, Naranja Florida 33032. 
www.palmswoodlawnnaranja.com 


Donald Bahr 


Donald Allen Bahr Jr. JE 
(Donnie), 62 of Home- y 
stead FL passed away on 
January 14th, surrounded 
by his family and loved 
ones. 

Donnie was born in 
Buffalo NY and came to 
Homestead where he grew 
up and lived his adult life. 

He had a passion for 
plants and could bring 
anything you wanted back 
to life and have it thrive. He's had a love for animals 
since he was a small boy with some of his first pets 
being a boa constrictor. 

Donnie will be dearly missed and always 
remembered. 

Donnie is survived by his wife Rosa, his two 
daughters Stacy and Gina and his sister Dianne. 

Rosa requested a celebration of life be held in his 
honor as opposed to traditional funeral services. 

We request all of Donnie’s loved ones join us in 
celebrating his beautiful life on January 19th , 5 pm at 
the Richman residents. 


Phyllis Orlaski 


Phyllis Orlaski, age 89, 
passed away peacefully in 
her sleep on Jan. 4th after 
an extended illness. 

She was the grand- 
daughter of the 
Homestead pioneer Neil 
family, settling in 1919. 

Phyllis attended 
Redland Elementary, 
Middle and High School. 

After getting all of her 
children into school she 
worked as a Dade County school bus driver. She was 
also a brownie scout leader and a member of the VFW 
Women’s auxiliary. 

Phyllis was a loving and devoted mother and 
grandmother. She leaves behind a son Hal Arve 
(Linda), son Mike Arve (Susan), daughter Shirley 
Vellanti (Paul); grandchildren Kristina Putnam (Jason), 
Lauryn Arve, Allison Silva (Joe) and Frank Vellanti; 
great grandchildren Regina, Nahla, Madison, Raegan, 
Harrison and Putnam. 

No services will be held. 


To submit an obituary or death notice, 
email wording and jpg photo to 
info@newsleadermail.com, 305-245-231 I 
Print deadline is Wednesday at noon. 


Temple Hatikvah 


Homestead Jewish Center 
A Reform Congregation 


183 NE 8th St., Homestead 
For information please call 
305-454-4944 
or visit www.thhjc.org 


Call a DEPENDABLE Hometown 
Realtor that will work hard for you 
when you're buying or selling! 

Now's the Time to Buy or Sell 


Mo- I-s 
HWIGIASt IISTI 


FOR THE BEST 
RESULTS 
STAY WITH THE 
BEST! 
f. yr VIAN 


